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Synopsis

Peace operations are now a principal tool for managing armed conflict and building world peace.
The fully revised, expanded and updated second edition of Understanding Peacekeeping provides a
comprehensive and up-to-date introduction to the theory, practice and politics of contemporary
peace operations. Drawing on more than twenty-five historical and contemporary case studies, this
book evaluates the changing characteristics of the contemporary environment in which
peacekeepers operate, what role peace operations play in wider processes of global politics, the
growing impact of non-state actors, and the major challenges facing todaya ™s peacekeepers. All
the chapters have been revised and expanded and eight new chapters have been added. Part 1
summarizes the central concepts and issues related to peace operations. It includes a new
discussion of the theories of peace operations and analysis of the emerging responsibility to protect
norm. Part 2 charts the historical development of peacekeeping from 1945 and includes a new
chapter on peace operations in the 21st century. In Part 3, separate chapters analyze seven
different types of peace operations: preventive deployments; traditional peacekeeping; assisting
transition; transitional administrations; wider peacekeeping; peace enforcement; and peace support
operations. Part 4 looks forward and examines the central challenges facing todaya ™s
peacekeepers, namely, globalization, the regionalization of peace operations, the privatization of
security, civilian protection, policing and gender issues. The second edition of Understanding
Peacekeeping will be essential reading for students and scholars of peace and conflict studies,

security studies, and international relations.
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Customer Reviews

Bellamy and Williams are extremely smart dudes, and very knowledgeable when it comes to Peace
Operations. Virtually every subset of Peace Operations is covered in this book in some amount of
detail, and the writing is clear and concise (you’ll understand why | call it "Peace Operations" and
not "Peace Keeping" when you’re done with the book). Understanding Peacekeeping is informative
and easy to understand, even for the informed layperson (which is what | am). | don’t have a degree
in politics or international relations -- I'm a computer science and math guy -- and yet | couldn’t put
this book down. Understanding Peacekeeping is a page-turner.Pros:InformativeEasy to
understandThe paper feels really good1 billion citations, so you can find more reading if you need
toBroad coverage of topicsCons:You'll impress your friends with all your worldly knowledge, which
might make them jealousThe book is a brick. If you want to carry it everywhere (which | basically

do), you'll need to start working out

| read this book as a part of a course about UN’s Peacekeeping and to that course, this book was
perfect. The book gives a very good insight into all parts of peacekeeping operations and is not so

difficult to read.

A good book
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